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Priestley, J. B. BLACK-OUT IN CRETLEY Harper 


A good yarn and it will sell. A better book than His earlier thriller, The 
Doomsday Men and a more convincing one, but it belongs in that category, along with his 
first one of the kind, The Old Dark House, Timed for today, it is a story of counter- 
espionage in an English industrial town of the North Midlands. Bad leakage of informa- 
tion made it important that Humphrey Neyland be sent there to size up the situation and 
to link the various sources of information into the whole picture. Gretley proved more 
fertile soil than even he had been led to expect, and the deeper into the plot the read- 
er goes, the more involved he becomes, suspecting now this person, now that, accepting, 
discarding, playing hunches, until Neyland beats the local police to the solution of the 
identity of the major criminal in the ring, Plenty of violence, narrow escapes and so 
forth. Straight entertainment value, with a sound sense of reflecting the feel of the 


town and its people. (Reported on August 15th; then postponed to this date. ) $2.50 
January 5 Wa 
Bromfield, Louis MRS, PARKINGTON Harper 


Of course, Bromfield will sell. But oh dear, how disheartening it is that 
a man who can write like the Bromfield of The Farm, Possession, The Green Bay Tree, 
should do the sort of pot boilers he has been giving “his public” in recent years. He 
spins a readable yarn; he knows all the cliches and uses many of them; he writes good 
social backstairs patter; but to what end? Entertainment of a kind, to be sure, but 
there is better entertainment to be had under less established authors’ names, This 
is a story with an American background — a period piece of the days of the robber bar- 
ons, with, interepersed, the unfolding of a tale of today. Mrse Parkington, at 84, is 
confronted with a succession of family impasses. Her never~liked grandson by marriage 
is on the verge of ruin, brought on by his conviction that those of his "class" candono 
wrong, and that the trouble lies with the New Dealers; his daughter, Janie, the one 
shining light of the younger generation of the family, has fallen in love with the young 
man who unearthed the dirty doings of her father; the sole surviving daughter is far gone 
in dope and drink; a granddaughter (nymphomaniac of some degree) has produced a cowboy 
as her current husband. A grand Christmas was had by all! But Mrs. Parkington, nothing 
daunted, does what she can to bring some order out of the mess — to one end, only, to 
save the happiness of Janie, the great granddaughter. In the course of the process, her 
memory carries her back to her own full life, and she relives her childhood in a mining 
town, the disaster which precipitated her marriage to the incredible and dashing adven- 
turer, Major Parkington, their ventures and misadventures into New York's social maw, 
her own schooling in the world of fashion and finance, and the depth of her own love for 
the man who betrayed her, disillusioned her, but loved her to his sordid end, Told by 
flashbacks, with all the intimate details that recall King Lehr and The Gilded Age and 
others of its ilk...However, it will sell. $2, 75 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


, January 4 


Lae 


* Good adventure story of the Grand Banks and the strange warfare that goes 
on there as fishermen attempt to bring in the catch sorely needed, while German subs 
make secret juncture with their supply ships in fog and storm, This is the tale of one 
Gloucester fisherman, and the square rigged Danish ship, The Gaunt Woman, which was be- 
ing used as a shield for strange activities. Suspicion, fostered and abetted by a Dan- 
ish member of his crew, the discovery of the dory with the dead men, the artificially 
wrecked vessel, with one dead man and her captain left alone, the venture into a New- 
foundland port where romance beckoned and the resolving of the mystery makes good go0- 
ing, suspense, good atmosphere, authentic lingo of the sea, and a well spun yarn. By 
the author ef White Sails Crowding and Strangers in the Vly. (Serialization in SEP) 


January 3 4 o $2, 50 
YOURS FOR THE ASKING 


Seribner 


Edmund THE GAUNT WOMAN 








Gilligan, 


me 


Abbott, Jane Lippincott 
Reported originally in the April 15th bulletin under the title Possess My 
House as follows: "Right off the bible belt is this story of self-righteous, prudent 
preacher John, and Darragh, his young, non-conformist wife. Off in a backwoods parish, 
Darragh provokes some tongue~wagging by her championship of Gladdie, town bad girl,and 


Leaf, a Lothario. A scandal at the close, and John stands by Darragh, realizing how his 
caution and inhibitions have made him a bad preacher and a bad husband - and he reforms, 
Meral market." $2.00 
March, William THE LOOKING GLASS Little, Brown 


A cross-sectioning of Southern life, 1900-1917, with emphasis on white prob- 
lems and the origins of destruction as the lives of several families cross and recross 
in intricate patterning. With the focus on one night, the whole past is revealed; Dr. 
Snowfield's obsession about colored blood aiid his means of retaliation by performing an 
abortion on Clarry Palmiller with unsterile instruments; Ira Graley's revenge on his 
mother and emergence from haunted bastardy to fame as a specialist in mental diseases; 
Honey Boutwell's lurid career, ending as a worldwide popular Negro singer, her white 
ancestry denied by her followers; the brilliance and disdain of Palmiller's son, driven 
to suicide at twelve; the love affair of his wife and his acknowledgement of the child 
of that affair; young Breck Boutell’s hatred of the Palmillers and his use of Clarry 
for that vangeance; Clarry's death as terrible retribution for her father's adoration; 
the Goodwife's painful return to sanity...All this is interwoven into a close textured, 
psycho-pathological portrait gallery that combines the group treatment of Company K, 


the emotional impact of The Tallons, and the penetration of his short stories.  $2,50 
January 7 
Upson, William Hazlitt KEEP ‘EM CRAWLING Farrar & Rinehart 


From the S,E,P. comes Alexander Botts, Sales Manager of the Earthworm Tract— 
or Company, a man of wild insptration and vigorous action, In a series of grand stra- 
tegies, disasters, and eventual achievements, most of them on the underside of legal 
and business mores, Botts engineers a series of startling coups. Whether in his man- 
oceuvers against the rival Behemoth company, (in coping with sabotage, salvage, an aqua-— 
tic house moving expedition, etc.) or in his later~pages Army career, where his unruly 
behaviour demotes him out of the Cavalry into Ordnance and the Alaska Highway, Botts re- 
veals an amazing, unorthodox ingenuity and a flair for fantastic fiascos. Hearty humor, 
to the gents* taste. $2.00 
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\o— Houghton, Mifflin 


An attempt to do a South Wind against the sultry background of the Congo, 
with its beauty and its ugliness and its poison eating into the souls of the odd assort— 
ment of exiled Europeans gathered together. There is Bentinck, ostensibly store-keeper 
and hotel keeper, actually secret service man for the British; there is Channel, an ab- 
ortionist who was found out, a philosopher-scientist-doctor-observer and commentator 
(at great length) on life, There is Sebastian, another Frenchman, a mad artist, rid- 
den by his passions. There is Marais, dapper Dutchman, dealing in dredging machinery 
(and receiving an extraordinary number of "replacements" and "parts"). There is Van — 
Brandt, Nazi cock-o'-the-walk, who poached on Sebastian's preserves, and who was one 
of the many lovers of the beautiful nymphomaniac, Olga, wife of the professor who was 
experimenting in rubber. Olga had a streak of perversion, evidenced in her devotion to 
the almost full grown gorilla, Congo, which she had nursed at her breast, and the pet 
snake she kept to hold Congo in check. Into this group comes Wilson — half English, 
half American, sent to help Bentinck by Fraser, director of secret service in Africa. 
Wilson gets caught in the toils of Olga, too, and Bentinck dies, victim of a poisoned 
animal trap, before he has given Wilson the threads of the complex mesh of Nazi infil-- 
tration. So ~— as war comes — Marais reveals himself as the brains behind the scene, 
gives Van Brandt his prders + and then both are caught by circumstances entirely out-— 
side the web they thought they controlled. Van Brandt is caught in a burning quick- 
sand, Marais is killed by Congo, in a fit of jealousy, which costs also his own life 
and that of Olga’s professor and his secretary. So at the close, Olga and Wilson, con- 
vinced that her past is past, and the future theirs, return to civilization, A strangé 
book, with the makings of a good tale of espionage, or a morbid tale of passion in the 
tropics, turned out of both paths by perversion, and slowed down in pace by the tendency 
on the part of several of the characters, to air their philosophies to the listener, 
{Literary Guild Selection) $2.50 






Cloete, Stuart CONGO SONG Ar 


Nichols, Edward J. DANGER! KEEP CUT OUAAL DIY In Houghton Mifflin: 
( i 

Reported originally in the October 1st bulletin as follows: "A series of 
profile-like sketches of the people, departments, activities of an oil refinery, that 
combine to give the portrait of an industry which demands close cooperation between de- 
partments and men. There is no plot, no central character, no single thread to bind 
the whole into one - other than the plant itself. Here are the pressure stills, the 
day shift, the old line bosses and workers, the newcomers ~ efficiency experts, chen- 
ists, research men, and their dreams of futures; there are the occupational tragedies, 
labor troubles, reactions of men to women workers. There is the life outside the plant, 
the picture of the days of crude oil production, the clash as new ways come in, the 
close feeling of men for their jobs and their plant. First hand story of the drama of 
the works, with the human element well reported, and a somewhat technical approach to 


the plant itself. Less colored by the social aspects of the problem than, for example,. 


the Halper books." \G . $2.50 | 
#enuary 12 _ \\o 
Warren, Charles Marquis ONLY THE VALIANT Macmillan’ 


A good job, this - a tense, virile, concentrated story of a cavalry post in 
the Southwest Territory (1870's or later), and a detail of twelve odd sent out to face 
a thousand savage Apaches. Heading the detail is Captain Richard Lance, severe, dis- 
ciplinary, aloof, and the most hated man on the post; termenting him is the knowledge 
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that a fine soldier died doing a job he furked. With him are the men who hate him 
most, men whose advancement he'd justifiably balked, a Lieutennant whose wife Lance 
loves - not unreciprocally, a trumpeter he knows to be a coward. Lance had objectively 
selected these men - knowing they were of least value to the post. Stationed at amoun- 
tain pass, attacks are made against Lance by his own men, their scout is butchered by 
the Apaches, and finally the raids begin - with, at the close, Lance and another man 
turning them back against odds of certain death. Through this, Lance regains his self- 
respect - and the woman he loves, $2.50 


January 12 ei 


Mangione, Jerre MOUNT ALLEGRO Houghton Mifflin 


Reported originally in the November 1st bulletin as follows: "There's a feel 
of autobiography in this light-hearted recapturing of the spirit of the Italian-American 
colony in Rochester, New York, called "Mount Allegro". Jerre Mangione was born among 
them and one feels he is recreating his youth in the boy, Gerlando, whose "relatives" 
number virtually the whole colony and others back home in Sicily, where he visits. His 
Sicilian family stubbornly clings to native customs, manner and language, and the lad 
feels at home in neither world until + wholly Americanized - he can look objectively and 
and appreciatively on the very traits he had resented. The book, in the final analysis, 
is a thinly fictionized study of the Italian in America; it is a vivid, warmly human 
Picture of what they are today. There are colorful figures in the story and many amus- 
ing and touching incidents. It is easy reading and delightful in detail, And it should 


appeal to a market paralleling Jake Falstaff's Tne Big Snow. Slr Peggy oct $2.50 
January 19 

Rame, David TUNNEL FROM CALAIS Macmillan 

* The author of The Sun Shall Greet Them (the finest story of Dunkirk, but one 


that came too late for deserved popularity), has written a first rate adventure story 
molded around the theory that the Nazis might drill a tunnel for invasion under the Chan- 
nel. An ardent youngish engineer is investigating his theory, in spite of disbelief of 
his superiors. But he convinces the hero of the story, a Naval intelligence officer, 

and together they plunge into complexities of machinations round and abeut Dover, A los» 
Cal poacher supplies some of the needed clues; an elderly intellectual and his charming 
daughter do their share. The result is not only good entertainment but a good picture 


of civilian defense, of village psychology, and of England under fire, $2.50 
January 22 
Lothar, Ernst BENEATH ANOTHER SUN Doubleday, Doran 


Fiction around fact, but although there's sincerity - there's little life 
in this overlong novel of a minority people, the Southern Tiroleans, forced to choose 
between Italy and Germany. An outspoken anti-Fascist, Andreas, a boy of 23, is deport- 
ed with his family to Czechoslovakia, where he gets work in a Skoda plant. He is fol- 
lowed there by Gwen, an Americ&én girl, who loves him. Fearless, Gwen testifies for a 
Jew framed on a murder charge, and shortly thereafter becomes persona non grata. She 
marries Andreas, who joins the Underground, helps effect an explosion at the Skoda works, 
is forced to flee, and is trapped and killed by his own brother. Adequate, but too de- 
liberately built around incident, standard in characterization. Translated by Barrows 


Mussey. $2.75 
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February 2 


Seymour, Beatrice Kean RETURN JOURNEY Macmillan 


Competent, conservative English middle fiction, in the story of the rehab- 
{litation of a woman. Claudia, infatuated with and married to a charming cad, does not 
realize just how much of a rotter he is until the night of his death. Thinking, per- 
haps rightly, that she could have prevented it, she blames herself for his death, and 
withdraws from everyone to begin to write. Increasingly nervous, run down, she finally 
consults a doctor, Nigel Warnford, a widower, who takes more than a medical interest in 
her. He gets her out of herself by putting her in charge of his country home and some 
evacue children, and in time recognizes his love for her and admits to a skeleton in 
the cupboard very like hers. Pleasant reading for rentals and sales - some of each, 


$2, 75 
ee 


Greig, Maysie PROFESSIONAL HERO : Doubleésy, Doran 


Dromio-Romeo plotsam, as David is forced to step in his twin brother's shoes 
(for reasons of state) and finds himself engaged to marry Fleur, whom he had first loved 
but who had preferred twin Daniel to himself. This leaves Susan, his new girl, out in 
the cold until Daniel + believed dead + returns and takes over. Double trouble, any way 


you look at it. $2.00 


February 9 ™ 
Tennant, Kylie TIME ENOUGH LATER Macmillan 


The author of The Battlers (1941) tells a lighter tale in the story of Bes- 
sie, city bred, unremarkable, who, realizing that adventure will never come to her, 
joins up with sick, brainy, irresponsible Maurice and sticks with him until she learns 
that country living is the real thing for her. But her loyalty to Maurice pulls her 
back to him when he is jailed and she makes the complete break by offering him to a 
woman who loves him. She hurries away again to protect her small piece of land from a 
widesweeping fire and after battling it with neighbors, manages to boot out Maurice and 
a new suitor for peace in solitude. Social comedy, of quiet entertainment value. $2.50 


February 10 
Wilhelm, Gale THE TIME BETWEEN Morrow 


Reported originally in the September ist bulletin as follows: “Love story 
of today, with the strong emotionalism, tightly hand§ed, that one has come to expect from 
Gale Wilhelm. This is the story of Dick and Goby; Dick's return for ten days after 
heroic air action in which he was wounded; Goby's initial refusal to marry him because 
of his mother, and subsequent elopement, and the few days together before his return to 
the front. The fear, impermanence, insecurity of the times partly offset by the 
sirength of their love. But the story seems scarcely more than_an episode. Gale Wil- 
helm has dexterity for this type of thing." $2.00 


REPRINTS 


PocketS ooks for December - Each $.25 


MacInnes, Helen ABOVE SUSPICION Freeman, Re Austin A SILENT WITNESS 
Sayers, Dorothy L. THE NINE TAILORS Reston, James B. PRELUDE TO VICTORY 
Berman, Harold - Ed. - THE POCKET BOOK OF DOG STORIES 
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Reprints 
PocketBooks for January —- Each $.25 


Nordhoff & Hall HURRICANE Bailey, H. Ce. POCKETBOOK OF MR. .FORTUNE 
Biggers, Earl Derr BEHIND THAT CURTAIN Ziff, Wm. Be. THE COMING BATTLE OF GERMANY 
Cerf, Bennett-Ed. POCKETBOOK OF WAR HUMOR 


Only One Late Comer Included This Time 


Published 


Salten, Felix A PoREST’ WORLD Bobbs-~Mertil 


The degree of success, in various localities, of the picture, Bambi, may 
influence the sale and popularity of this new Salten story of creatures of the woods. 
For A Forest World is actually closer in mood aiid tempo to Bambi than anything else he 
has written. Some will like it better, for there is more originality in what might be 
called "plot", and less digressicns into philosophy. Once again Salten seems alle to 
read into the minds of creatures of the woods, to make them think and speak and act as 
one feels they do think and speak and act together. He has introduced a new note into 
his story, as close proximity of a forester’s family and their creatures results in 
some interchange. The nearness of security and care tempts a doe to take her new fawns 
to the barn for the winter, but spring finds her restless and eager to take them back 
into their rightful environment, The barnyard creatures, too, are tempted by the for- 
est, but find themselves unwelcome and strange and ill-adapted. And - on the fringe - 
tosre is the hunchbacked boy, and his kindly parents, who know and love the wild creat- 
ures and their own animals, and slowly win their love and confidence. The illustra- 
tions by Bob Kuhn are keyed to the spirit of the story. It's not another Bawbt, but 
those who liked Bambt will enjoy it. For all ages. $2.50 


Bodies And Barbecues 


December 1 
Chambers, Whitman ' BRING ME ANOTHER MURDER Dutton 


A newspaper job, after a Hollywood razzledazzle and moompix star wife, lands 
Will Randall in two murders, new heart trouble and a crime-crossed bit of tightrope 
walking. With the help of The Duchess, his boss, West Coast blackouts, and double- 
trouble with his wife and new gal, he catches the killer. Quickstep and cleny. $2.00 


2) 
January £ 
Dickson, Carter SHE DIED A LADY Morrow 
. Demoralizing HeM.e confronted, once again, by improbalilities as a suicide 


pact turns out to be murder, Imprisoned in a wheel chair (which he uses with complete 
disregard for human or animal life) he keeps the true solution from the teller of the 

vale while guiding the various reconstructions evolved from harming innocent suspects. 
Steek jiggery pokery. $2.00 


January 7 
Abbot, Anthony THE SHUDDERS Farrar & Rinehart 


Thatcher Colt cat and mouses with suave, enigmatic scientist, Dr. Baldwin, 
involved in untraceable killings. Some half a dozen deaths and Colt’s inability to 
prove guilt drive him to play guinea pig to catch his murderer. New angle on death 
dealing to top off surprise baffler. $2, 00 
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Mysteries & Westerns 


January 27 
Davis, Norbert THE MOUSE IN THE MOUNTAIN Morrow 


Strains hard but manages some bits of fun as private detective Doan, his 
great Dane, Carstairs, and schoolteacher on the loose, Janet, manage to put Mexican 
history to use, commit several necessary killings, and solve some murders that others 
do, Earthquake helps the confusion and Doan, through Carstairs, is able to save Janet 


when she is captured, Rough and ready humor, : $2.00 
February 5 
Kelsey, Vera SATAN HAS SIX FINGERS Doubleday, Doran 


Three murders, more misses, and steady pursuit follow Penelope, who unsus- 
pectingly jumps into trouble when she plays chaperone to a fabulous diamond from New 
York to Rio. She teaks up with a young chemist whom she takes on face value, is used 
as a smokescreen and is glad to have the police take over for the cleanup. Strictly 
speaking ~ no mystery, but good on suspense and local color. $2.00 


Young, Gordon TALL IN THE SADDLE Doubleday, Doran 


Women-hating Rocklin runs into heart and gun trouble when inheritance, mur- 
der, card cheating, and the love of two radically different women complicate his life. 
He manages to steer clear of the charges of killing, but chivalrously does get married - 
to learn he loves the other woman. Plenty clearing up of all angles - including cupid, 


Tough hombre — and seven course Western. $2.00 
February 10 
Field, Peter POWDER VALLEY VENGEANCE Morrow 


Pat Stevens once again to the rescue of his old friends, Ezra, and Sam, who 
lose their stake in a fixed poker game at the hands of a gang - also responsible for the 
weekly holdups of the stage coach, carrying the payroll of the mine at Corpse Corners. 
Couperating with the superintendent of the mine, MacGregor, and trying to prevent his 
caughter from loving the wrong man, Stevens stampedes (for a fact) the gang out and gets 


a surprise in its head man. Slim plot - par handling. $2, 00 
Francis, William BURY ME NOT Morrow 


Private eye, Martin, hired to guard the corpse of a multimillionaire uncle, 
loses his charge but gets two new ones when the dead man’s secretary and butler are mur-~ 
dered. Two nephews, a prig and a playboy, two nieces — one providing extracurricular 


entertainment for Martin, an uncle and a lawyer involved in a case which has strong pro- 
$2, 00 


fit motives, Fast play. 
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Of Special Interest 


Vanya Oakes’ WHITE MAN'S FOLLY (Houghton Mifflin) -~ a vital account of ten 
years’ of life in China; Norman Angell's LET THE PEOPLE KNOW! (Viking) ~- 
now scheduled for bate January, an excellent handbook on problems of and 
for today; Jon Fernald's DESTROYER FROM AMERICA (Macmillan) a dramatic 
true tale. See bélow for reports, 


PROBLCEWAT YCAL ? BOOKS 


danuary 5 Fibra 2 / 3 


Motherwell, Hiram THE PEACE WE FIGHT FOR Harper 


Although the author says this is not a blue print for after the war, but a 
projection of some of the problems we will have to face, there are nevertheless a good 
many theoretical suggestions of what will have to be done in this discussion. The day 
of Armistice will be a day of anarchy, a Europe of expatriated peoples without work, 
food, money, machines. America will have to feed Europe; a supergovernment must be set 
up to establish a sound currency, to regulate commerce, world trade. A federation of 
Europe may be the solution. Motherwell takes up certain specific problems of national- 
ism, the Chinese and Japanese question, Russia - whom he believes has no aggressive 
aims. He believes that the answer to permanent peace lies in the conception of commun- 
ity of interest, rather than that of balance of power. Theory, which is valid, but I 


question whether the book will have more than a supplementary market. $2.50 
3.00 
Massock, Richard G. ITALY FROM WITHIN Macmillan 


In time, the U.P.'s Packards scooped the A.P.'s Richard Massock with Balcony 
Empire, the first book recently to give a complete picture of inside Italy. In merit, 
there is little to choose between the two; Massock is an objective, alert commentator; 
his material parallels that of the Packards very closely. The Packards give a little 
more of the actual military campaigns which they covered; Massock gives more of the 
internal moves behind them. Mussolini's seizure of power; his first bid for Empire 
with Ethiopia; Spain and the collaboration with Hitler which was the beginning of a 
partnership in which Mussolini grew more and more silent, afraid to assert his demands, 
afraid to refuse to follow; the Albanian grat; Ciano's war in Greece - victory in name 
only; finally the Nazi occupation of Italy which brought increased hatred toward the 
Germans, increased apathy toward war, lowered morale, with bootlegging, hoarding preva- 
lent. First class report -— informative, alive. $3.60 


Steiner, J.F. BEHIND THE JAPANESE MASK ‘ Macmillan 


An explotation into the concept of Japanese as a nation, powerful and "es- 
sentially modern in all the arts of warfare but mediaeval in religious conceptions, 
moral ideas, and philosophy of life", und, in describing their basic traits and charac~ 
teristics, covers the fanatical pride of race, belief in divine origin,in war, treatment 
of enemies, scorn and antipathy to foreigners, attitude towards women, education, ex- 
ploitation of the poor, regimentation, etc. The author shows how these qualities have 
forwarded the idea of conquest, how understanding of them is nacessary for Allied vic- 


tory and future treatment. Supplementary. $2.00 
Ai 2 
January HO 
Monsarrat, Lt. Nicholas H, M. CORVETTE Lippincott 


Impromptu, impressionistic notes made over a two year span atpoad a corvette, 
one of the smaller ships in a convoy escort. Monsarret was a watch-keeping officer. 
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He writes first of the unchanging daily rounds and detail, the watch hours, signals, 
navigation; next of specific experiences of increasing intensity; shore leave in Gibral- 
tar, in Ireland; collision with a Portuguese trawler; bombing from the skies; the loss 
of ships in the convoy and rescue of men; dangers in crossing U-boat zones. A simple, 
subdued account of hazardous work, with occasional passages of lyricism, of personal 


philcsophy, which recall the writers of the air. $1.75 
, January at” a 6 


Oakes, Vanya WHITE MAN'S FOLLY Houghton, Mifflin 


* Ten years of life in China, with fervor to the telling, sympathy, admiration 
and understanding for the people - high and low, and often a prophetic translation of 
trends and events. First as a teacher, then as a reporter for the China Press and the 
U.P., with her friendship for the Wu family, for Fen Lynch, American Financial Advisor 
to the government, for the "Beetle", and her insistence on going to the alleyways, the 
"Bamboo Press", as well as to higher-urs for information, give this account of back- 
grounds, personalities, trends, an intimate and credible approach. Stressing the uni- 
fication of China along economic and polivical lines, she then covers the war front - 
from the Burma Road to the cities, schools, industries on the move. She goes to the 
Russian border, to Indo China, and witnesses Japanese infiltration in the South Pacific 
Nazi intrigue in Occupied China. She fills in the lines of development with personal 
experiences of all kinds. She is highly critical of the breakdown of the Arsenal of 
Democracy, the preoccupation with commerce per se which shortsightedly lost us the very 
raw materials of commerce, the loss of national honour through lack of first rate poli- 
cies and comprehension of the Asiatics. An inside book, which cuts deep for greater 


comprehension of all phases. wv $3.00 
Lie 4yv4 
Tolley, Howard R. THE FARMER CITIZEN AT WAR aay wer a Macmillan 


The author, as Chief of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, speaks out of 
wide experience and complete background of available {and used) data. The result is not 
a book for light, casual pickup reading, but a solid study which will reward the close 
attention of anyone who is really concerned with the situation of the farmer today — and 
tomorrow. "Farmers must physically energize the war effort" - and today’s results of 
yesterday's experiments are proving that ten years of government planning, trial and 
sometimes error, spread of agencies, county agents, farm bureaus, community effort, or- 
ganization are bearing fruit. He analyzes the adjustments agriculture is making to meet 
the war needs; he appraises the effects of grass roots planning committees, of coordina~- 
tion of individual and community effort with government machinery for national economy. 
He spots the weaknesses - share croppers, country unemployment, migratory workers, farm 
technology and varying results, problems of education and health. He indicates the pro- 
per and improper uses of the expert, the fallacies of managerial revolution. He shows 
how the war is teaching farmers efficiency, balance, cooperation, and outlines a tasis 
for post-war planning for agricultural stability and security, along with the mainten- 
ance of the freedom for which we are fighting. An important contribution to a rounded 


nicture, though not inspired in presentation. $2.50 
January 18 2/1 
tawlton, Thomas J. APPEASEMENT'S CHILD: The Franco Regime in Spain , Knopf 


This book should go far towards dissipating the clouds of ignorance that 
surround the whole understanding of present conditions in Spain. An American journalist, 
now clear of the virtual imprisonment involved in his post in Spain, is telling the in- 
side story of the Franco regime for the first time. Doubtful evidance of ample food and 
luxury has seeped out; he explains the thin camouflage that has given this impression. 
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Superficial cloaking of the relation of Church and State have supported the Catholic 
ecntenti:.n that the Church has been restored; Hamilton shows how the routine fascist 
procedure has gone on, teneath this cloak. The first part of the book traces the growth 
and development of the Fascist influence and power, the coutributory causes to Civil 
War, the lorg period of internal and sporadic strife, and the actual war, with German 
and Italian forces overwhelming the thin stream of help from Soviet Russia and scatter- 
ed enthusiasts from other countries, as the Republic forces, with the people behind 
them, tattled to hold off the reaction-ries and the Franco front. The balance of the 
book is a minute study of every phase of life under Franco, - social, political, reli- 
gious, artistic; of the stupidities and inadequacies; of some of the constructive ges- 
tures and inefficacious carrying out of the policies; of the financial and economic sit- 
uation; of internal and foreign trade; of foreign relations; and of the overall appease- 
ment policy of the democracies, as Hitler uses "ranco's very "neutrality" as a screen. 
Hamilton makes no bones of the disaster of the earlier policy during the Civil War, nor 
yet of the present suicidal attitude, while Hitler stands at the portals. There is a 
tremendous amount of valuable information for students of foreign affairs; the manner 


of telling the tale somehow fails to catch the imagination. $3.00 
Farrington, S. Kip, Jr. RAILROADING FROM THE HEAD END Doubleday, Doran 


First person plural, “let's see" manner fora comprehensive book etout railroad- 
ing, with specific detail for generai information about types of trains, functions, and 
roads. The gravy trains - freight, luxury limiteds, speed queens, engines and locomo- 
tives, pullmans; transportation of perishables, of coal, steel, passengers, aspects of 
railroading such as the electrification of the roads, track maintenance, safety devices 
and signals, etc. Irritating presentation for a seemingly good picture of railroading. 
A book which predicates an interest in the subject, men and boys. $3.50 


Patri, Angelo YOUR CHILDREN IN WARTIME Doubleday, Doran 


A €reat teacher has been helpin: thousands through his constructive news- 
paper columns addressed to parents and teachers the country over. Letters from his read- 
ers gave the impetus to this little book, which may well reach many who will not read 
the deeper cutting, more authoritative books on the same subject (see Baruch, page 466; 
Wolf, page 563;). He discusses family morale, specific problems rising out of the war, 
problems of hate and fear and insecurity. He advises letting children talk outand act-out 
their fears; he advises more latitude about unimportant breaks of discipline, while at 
the same time greater responsibility is engendered. He urges making the children share 
in decisions about where to cut the family budget, where to divide housework, etc. A 
special section addressed to teachers charges them with their part in the picture of 
national morale — first things first. Sound commonsense, a humanitarian point of view, 


realistic and sufficiently idealistic. $1.50 
Angell, Norman LET THE PEOPLE KNOW Viking 
. This should go far towards clarifying misapprehensions and antagonism on 


many points in the great debate now taking place the world over between "the experts” 
and "the people”. The author of The Great Illusion maintains that a good peace can only 


“come by spread of understanding to the mass of people whose commonsense, properly in- 


formed, will prevail. He propounds a list of questions on which the majority are ill- 
instructed; isolationism, international cooperation, the sacredness of the independence 
of small nations, the problem of India, British imperialism, ~- and in clear-cut fashion 
gives the answers for the man in the street. Excellent handbook. 


(February B.0O.M.) $2,50 
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January -26- Frwarey 
INSECT INVADERS Houghton, Mifflin 


December 1, 1942 


Standen, Anthony 


Reported originally in the October 15th bulletin as follows; "I don't quite 
"Set" this book. Some splendid books on insects have been written from a number of 
points of view, some for voung people, some for farmers and growers, some on household 
pests, others for laymen which tell of the marvels of the insect world. The present 
volume is a smattering of all and isn't as good as many other books on the market. The 
author tosses in some of the often-told stories of how California got the cottony cush- 
ionscale under control, how Alabama erected a monumant to theboll-weevil, how the in- 
troduction of the prickly pear into sustralia nearly ruined that continent, etc. In- 
sects cost us at least a billion dollars a year, and yet we corld not live without then. 
Standen discusses the insects with which the farmer has to cope, those that annoy the 


housewife, and so on, but in no case does he give sufficient practical advice for it to 


be really useful." Awertkh Whur $3.50 
a ete 
a. 


dgenuary <7 Trmuany 24 


Wheeler-Nicholson, Maj. M. ARE WE WIRING THE siknD WAY ? Crowell 
A disturbing military ({retired) strategist, who has functioned as an unsung 
Cassandra, continues in that vein. Witness his Battle Shield of the Republic and Amer- 
ica Can Win, both revolutionary, critical and sufficiently prophetic to make one read 
this new book with reserved judgment. Already much of what he contends is dated; some 
of his aims in North Africa seem almost achieved. He charges our military chiefs with 
inflexibility, last-war~+mindedness. He urges making the North Pacific area our first 
interest; he discounts the value of the Solomons, Coral Sea, Midway. He outlines care- 
fully an offensive program. Stimulating, if at times annoying reading, with a a tend- 


ency to repetitiousness, scareheads, and a taint of soreheadedness. $3.00 
January ?? 
Collins, A. Frederick THE GREATEST EYE IN THE WORLD Appleton-Century 


"This is a history of the implements of astronomy, how each came into being, 
how developed, and the various steps in the making and manufacturing of the parts of 
lenses, telescopes, mirrors, mountings, and so forth. He then goes into the various as- 
pects of the history and personalities, the contributions made by various observatories 
and institutions, and gives a rounded picture of astronomical development and growth at 
its main points of concentration. Illustrated." Reported originally in the August 15th 


bulletin. $3.00 
Javsicas, Gabriel SHORTAGE OF VICTORY Appleton-—Century 


"A Russian, who lived in France and is now in this country, gives another 
interpretation of the causes and the development of the war on a global scale from 1916 
to the present. It is an interesting survey, although one which is occasionally open 
to question both in facts and theories. One sees the ironical progress from the last 
war in which the victors, who wanted peace, were forced to find the only answer in war. 
One sees the genesis of totalitarianism, the growth of the war machine, the new German 
economy, and the rule of force. Britain - whose whole history of appeasement resulted 
in her wait and see policy; France, which believed only in the futility of war; America, 
refusing to violate her neutrality policy. The Spanish testing ground, Austria, Czech 
oslovakia, and finally war on a worldwide scale wlth the entry of Russia - next Japan. 
Javsices believes that time is one of the greatest factors today, that time has been 
the great Axis advantage, which must be cut short now. He also believes that defeat is 
not enough, and that after the war freedom must be imposed and maintained. Intelligent, 
liberal analysis." Reported originally in the October 15th bulletin. $3,00 
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( 
January A AE ae 


Fernald, John DESTROYER FROM AMERICA Macmillan 


* "A fictionized account of the voyages of one destroyer taken over by the 
British, and a vivid picture of what the naval heroes of England, or of any nation, ac- 
tually experience. There are the conversations among the officers in the Wardroom, all 
of them from different walks of life, some regulars and some reserve. There is the 
Chief Engineer, a precise man, — the Doctor who longs for a chance to use his skill, - 
the Gunner, an old salt, - a young Reservist who gained his experience from yachting. 
There are problems of sea sickness, engine trouble, the cat who had kittens almost in 
the midst of battle, long dreary hours of watching in suspense, the sense of a job well 
done. Then, at long last, comes action when the ship the destroyer is convoying is 
torpedoed, and the destroyer gets its revenge. Absorbing, exciting reading.” Reported 





originally in the October 15th bulletin. $1.75 
Februery—1 PAT IC / 
2 * : fi 
Elliott, Wm. Yaneell & THE BRITISH CcomMMonwEALTH ()/ hr, LF Knopf 


Hall, H. Duncan - Eds. 


An extremely important took for a very specialized audience, ~ students of 
governmant, statesmen actively engaged in the war effort, scholars. For here = within 
covers of a book — is a detailed survey of the war preparations and war organization 
and war effort of the greatest of democracies, the British Commonwealth of Nations. 

Some of the material preceded the entry of the USA into the war, and has been revised up 
to March 1942; some has sargely an historical base, with the contemporary material some- — 
what withdrawn from the scene, as in the section entitled Wartime Administration in Ger~ 
many and Great Britain, contributed by Heinrich Bruning,’ a paper contributed to a Har- 
vard Seminar, revised for this new purpose. There is no attempt at military history, ex- 
cept by implication; the Colonial Empire and the Irish Free State are omitted for sake of 
condensation; the emphasis is on the English system of war administration, labor, fin- 
ance, and more space is necessarily given to this aspect as the bulwark of the whole 
thesis. The subsequent chapters deal with the individual parts sf the Empire, + Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, India — how the Commonwealth works as a political 
instrument and a mutual security system. The effect of war on political philosophy, 
psychology, constructive effort, and how the systems were changed when geared for war. 
This is not a critical record of the war itself, but a factual record of the scope of 
British Commonwealth war effort. Various sections are contributed by authorities. Im- 
portant library book. $5.00 


‘ oa 
Kahn, Dr. Fritz MAN: In Structure and Function Uy 5 Knopf 


In 1939 Knopf publishéd Dr. Kahn's comprehensive volume, Our Sex Life, Now 
comes this tremendous physiology, a two volume work, intended for the layman. There is 
fascinating material here, though - with the speed of advance ‘brought on by the war, in 
matters of treatment of certain ailments, it seems to have notable gaps. However, as a 
basic text on the subject, it leads over any other physiology of which I happen to be 
aware. The first section traces back the history of science from electron to man. Then 
successive sections deal with the skeleton, the muscles, the circulation of the blood, 
respiration, digestion, nutrition, the nervous system, the skin and sensory organs, and 
sex life. But it is in its handling and in the extraordinarily interesting pictures 
that this book makes its unique contribution. For Dr. Kahn, though sometimes overwrit-— 
ing, sometimes lush in details, has a feculty for dramatizing dull subjects and for mak~ 
ing analogies that clarify obscure functions of the body by comparing them to normal ac- 
tivities in life. The text has been revised by American authorities, and should meet a 
real need today, with more people than ever before serving as nurses’ aids» doing home 
nursing and so on. An excellent text for refresher courses in mursing. An important 


reference book for public libraries. Pre-publication price $8,75 
2 vols. boxed Post publication price $19,“ 














December 1, 1942 Non-fiction j oe 617 « 
a 
i 


an Ute 
Peeruary 2 ji 
Murdock, Angus BOOM COPPER Macmillan 


This is the story of Michigan's 150 mile copper range, from the preposter- 
ous, premature, greedy boom days of the 1840's down to the present. Interwoven is the 
life in boom-camp towns, cold, hunger, moderate dissolution, and the personalities who 
played a part in fact and legend. Douglas Houghton, the Columbus; the fortune hunters 
who followed him but didn't know how to prospect; Sam Knapp, who hit a jackpot; Hulbert 
who was led to the richest lode by a herd of pigs, etc. The discovery of virgin cop- 
per, when pure oopper was unheard of, the lesser motif of silver; peak days during the 
first war, to be followed by the depression, labor troubles, with no betterment today. 


Good indigenous material, for the early Holbrook market. $2.75 
February 5 
Fisher, Clyde TEf STORY CF THE MCON Deuble?sy, Doran 


This presupposes interest in the scientific approach to the subject of the 
moon. It is not the sort of book to catch the interest of those not already concerned. 
The author, an authority in his field, is writing ostensibly for the layman, but I 
question the market, and should advise selling it primarily to astronomers, rprofession- 
al and amateur. He weighs the pros and cons of successive scientific theories of the 
sources of the moon; he traces the history of the subject, the astronomers of the past 
and the contributions they have made; the facts learned of the relation of the moon not 
only to the earth but to other planets and the sun. I found the most interesting sec- 
tion that dealing with his own experiences in following eclipses, investigating meteors 
and craters and so on. But doubtless scientists would find the comprehensive study of 
what is known about the moon itself, - the mountains, volcanoes, surface materiais, den- 
sity, etc. more important. He states that there is no evidence and no possibility of 
life on the moon ~ and why. And he ends with a presentation of the folklore that has 
grown up around the mystery of the moon, the tides, the weather and related subjects. 


$3.00 
February 23 


Morton, H.V. I SAW TWO ENGLANDS Dodd, Mead 


Two journeys in England in the spring and autumn of 1935, the first unherried 
and unharried, though with overtones of approaching war, through Kent, Sussex, Hamp- 
shire, Northamptonshire; the second, trying to beat the blackout, with set timing and 
official permissions, to war centers. So the contrast is between England of history, 
with castles, estates, family stories, literature, legend + and the England of muni- 
tion factories, R.A.F. training school, German prisoners, women farm workers, air raids, 
etc. There's Thomas A Becket, Sir Philip Sidney, Shakespeare, Mary Queen of Scots, 

Amy Robsart, King Henry and his wives, among others in the first tour ~- and wardens, 
fishermen, war workers, censors, the military in the second. A practised hand in ob- 
servation and narration points up the changes, contrasts, comparisons in his best man— 


ner. $3,00 
Sonnichsen, C. L. ROY BEAN: Law West of the Pecos 3) a. v Macmillan 
3 "Rough as a sand burr and tough as a boiled owl”, opinionated, unscrupulous, 


profane, highhanded + and occasionally softhearted, this is the story of Roy Bean, who 
takes his place in frontier Americana with Paul Bunyan and Davy Crockett. There is a 
definite Roy Bean myth — "myth which has had considerable help from Roy Bean” — but 
truth and legend combine to make a highly entertaining story of a scoundrel. Schooled 
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with an axe and a gun in Kentucky, he ran off to Mexico at an early age, left at the 
point of a gun, took to blockade running, then settled in Beanville, Texas, where he 
became very lazy and very low. In late middle years he moved west of the Pecos, set up 
a saloon and a court of justice, put up a good show, pocketed the fines, and interpret- 
ed the law in a selfinterested and successful manner. First at Vinegaroon, then at 
Langtry - named for his beloved Jersey Lily, he performed as marriage broker, coroner, 
saloon keeper and Solon. Sonnichsen keeps a truthful perspective on his subject - 
writes with nice wit as well. Western market, largely, a pleasant special item. $2.50 


sere 2 Ofrul & - 


Fortune, Jan & Burton, Jean ELIZABET NEY Knopf 


With Clara Schumann, the only other career woman of Germany's 19th century, 
a rabid feminist, combative, self willed, single+minded, and an extraordinary beauty, 
Elizabet Ney is a provocative if unlikable character. Determined to become a sculptress 
at a time when sculpture was no fit occupation for a woman, equally determined to know 
the great, Elizabet battled her way to notoriety and notice, was granted sittings by 
royalty and intelligentsia. In love, in her way, with Edmund, a scientist, she denied 
him marriage on the grounds of her belief in free love; she derived the benefits -— (out- 
side affairs), he paid the price. She made a long siege of Ludwig of Bavaria, but never 
completed his bust. She then retreated to America with Edmund, where they beught a 
Texan wilderness plantation; she became unwillingly a mother and her first child died,the 
second lived to hate her. Old age brought only loneliness, increasing eccentricities, 
and negligence. Intelligently interpreted biography of a strange, compelling person- 
ality. $3. 


And Two Latecomers 


Vetter, Ernest G. VISIBILITY UNLIMITED Morrow 


Information Please - answerer on the subject of weather, angled toward the 
air pilot, with good photographic and technical illustrations. All you want to know, 
understandably and thoroughly explained, about air, winds, dust, pressure, clouds, cy- 
Clones, in themselves -— and as they relate to aviation. The latter part on flying ex- 
plains the use of charts, weather reports, principles of navigation, dead reckoning, in- 
struments, practical problems, radio, etc. Salient points for the airminded of today 
and the future, for knowledge of meteorology and aviation'’s dependence on it. Interest- 
ing for laymen, readers made curious by Storm, and a good, factual book. (12/9) $4.00 


Lehman, Maxwell & OPPORTUNITIES IN THE ARMED FORCES () - ) | Viking 
Yarmon, Morton 


A catalogue of things important - and not so important -— about the organiza- 
tion of the army, navy, marines, coast guard and air corps+ How to go about trying to 
get into the services, what to expect, how to prepare for advancement, covering every 
job from private or gob to general or admiral with their attendant functions and sala- 
vies. All the places in the country where further information can be secured about the 
different branches are listed; the varioas camps with their respective types of train- 
ing are detailed. This is purely a reference book which identifies the duties and po- 
sitions in each service. There is a certain amount of erroneous material due tod changes 
which are in constant process; i.e. the Specialist Corps, which is no more, is describ- 
with fervor. But here is ample information for any prospective enlistee prior to actual 
induction. (12/7?) $2.95 

















PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Alliance 
Ewen, David = DICTATORS OF THE BATON - definite date 1/19 






Appleton-Century 
Hawthorne, He. — CALIFORNIA'S MISSIONS — postponed to March, 1943 
Javsicas, Ge ~- SHORTAGE OF VICTORY ~ postponed to January, 1943 


Farrar & Rinehart 
Cooper, Kent - BARRIERS DOWN - from 12/3 to 12/8 
Dorpalen, A. + THE WORLD OF GENERAL HAUSHOFER - from 12/10 to 12/17 
Whittlesey, Derwent — GERMAN STRATEGY OF WORLD CONQUEST ~ from 11/30 to 12/7 


Harper 
Wilder, L.I. - THESE HAPPY GOLDEN YEARS (J) - postponed to 1943 


Houghton Mifflin 
Caspary, Vera - LAURA -— definite date 1/19/48 
Herzberg, Paine, Works - HAPPY LANDINGS - from 11/19 to 12/7 
Mangione, J. - MOUNT ALLEGRO - from 11/19 to 1/12/48 
Mayo, Be - JEFFERSON HIMSELF - from 11/16 to 12/7 
Wolf, A.W.M. - OUR CHILDREN FACE WAR - from 11/12 to 12/7 


a Macmillan 


Fernald, John — DESTROYER FROM AMERICA ~ from 1/? to 1/12/43 
Mytinger, Caroline - Title from HEADHUNTING AROUND THE CORAL SEA to 
HEADHUNTING IN THE SOLOMON ISLANDS. January Book of the Month Club 


Randon House 
Lengyel, Emil ~ SIBERIA - definite date 1/8/43 


Viking 
Angell, Norman -— LET THE PEOPLE KNOW ~ postponed to 1/22/43. February 
Book of the Month Club dual selection. 
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A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR JANUARY 


FICTION 
HISTORICAL, REGIONAL AND PERIOD 































January 4 Lofts, Norah THE BRITTLE GLASS (Knopf) $2.50 620 
January 5 Bromfield, Louis MRS. PARKINGTON (Harper) $2.75 605 
January 18 Lauritzen, Jonreed ARROWS INTO THE SUN (Knopf) $2.50 586 
January 18 Sullivan, Alan THREE CAME TO VILLE MARIE (Coward McCann) $2.50 621 
ENTERTAINMENT VALUE CHIEFLY 
January 5 Bell, Vereen TWO OF A KIND (Little, Brown) $2.50 557 
January 11 Hull, Helen A CIRCLE IN THE WATER (Coward McCann) $2.50 621 
a] dvenuvery—36- Brennan, F. H. MEMO TO A FIRING SQUAD (Knopf) $2, 50 586 
January WAbCaspary, Vera LAURA (Houghton Mifflin) $250 558 
January ?? Howe, Helen THE WHOLE HEART (Simon & Schuster) $2.50 623 
CONTEMPORARY AND WAR 
January 4 Gilligan, Edmund THE GAUNT WOMAN (Scribner) $2.50 606 
DF agra he 4, \eSinclair, Upton WIDE IS THE GATE (Viking) $3,00 585 
\y ; ™ $2.50 607 
| Avanuary 15 Kantor, MacKinlay HAPPY LAND (Coward McCann) $1,25 620 
January 19 Rame, David TUNNEL FROM CALAIS (Macmillan) $2, 50 608 
January 20 Prokosch, Frederic THE CONSPIRATORS (Harper) $2.50 622 
: THRILLERS 
January 5 Hayeox, Ernest ACTION BY NIGHT (Doubleday, Doran) Western $2,00 559 
January 6 Dickson, Carter SHE DIED A LADY (Morrow) $2.00 610 
January 6 Gardner, Erle S. THE CASE OF THE SMOKING CHIMNEY (Morrow) %2,00 587 
. January 8 Upfield, Arthur W. MURDER DOWN UNDER (Doubleday, Doran) $2.00 588 
January 7? Powell, Richard DON'T CATCH ME (Simon & Schuster) $2.00 627 
NON-FICTION 
HISTORY & BACKGROUND 
January 5 Massock, Richard ITALY FROM WITHIN (Macmillan) $3.00 612 
January 8 Abend, Hallett PACIF7C CHARTER (Doubleday, Doran) $2.50 591 
January 8 Lengyel, Emil SIBERIA (Random House) $3.75 591 
January 18 Hamilton, Thomas J. APPEASEMENT'S CHILD (Knopf) $3.00 613 
b REPORTAGE 
a 
January Fernald, John DESTROYER FROM AMERICA (Macmillan) $1.75 616 
January WabOakes, Vanya WHITE MAN'S FOLLY (Houghton Mifflin) $3,00Y 613 
January 18 Tregaskis, Richard GUADALCANAL DIARY (Random House) $2.50 629 
PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE 
: January 4 Mann, Thomas LISTEN GERMANY (Knopf) $1.50 630 
ae ers 22 Angell, Norman LET THE PEOPLE KNOW (Viking) $2.50 618 
MISCELLANEOUS 
January 15 Buchanan, Aimee THE LADY MEANS BUSINESS (Simon & Schuster) $2.50 





